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Respiratory Virus Panel by PCR 

 
TEST NAME:      Respiratory Virus Panel by PCR 
 
PANEL INCLUDES:  Influenza A, Influenza A subtype H1, Influenza A subtype H3, Influenza B, 
Respiratory Syncytial Virus subtype A, Respiratory Syncytial Virus subtype B, Parainfluenza 1, 
Parainfluenza 2, and Parainfluenza 3 virus, Human Metapneumovirus, Rhinovirus, and Adenovirus. 
 
SYNONYMS:      XTAG RVP PANEL 
 
CPT CODE:          87502, 87798x 8 
 
WHEN IS THIS TEST ORDERED?  

 This test is useful in the identification of multiple respiratory viruses in vulnerable patient 
populations such as children, elderly and immunocompromised.  

 Prevention of outbreaks of viral illness in nursing home facilities and in other patient settings. 
 Given the high specificity but low sensitivity of antigen testing for influenza A, influenza B and 

RSV antigen testing (the usual first step tests), the RVP test should be used when these 
antigenic tests are negative. 

 
 
SPECIMEN REQUIREMENTS:  

 One Nasopharyngeal (NP) flock swab in viral transport medium (VTM).  Contact BRL 322-
4000 to obtain collection kit. 

  For patients under 2 years of age, Copan pediatric 50 mm flocked swab in viral transport  
       medium.  Please contact serology lab 794-4572 to obtain. 
 Transport to lab on cold pack or wet ice. 

 
WHAT DOES THE RESULT MEAN? 

 The RVP test has a high sensitivity and specificity, therefore a positive test in the appropriate 
clinical setting indicates infection by the virus (excluding limitations see below) and a negative 
test largely excludes infection by the particular virus. 

 
IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE I NEED TO KNOW? 

 A rhinovirus reactive results should be confirmed by an alternate method due to cross- 
reactivity with enterovirus when clinically indicated (for alternative testing contact molecular 
laboratory 413-322-4700).   

 This assay has limited detection of adenovirus species C (serotypes 1, 2, 5, 6), and serotypes 
7A (species B), and 41 (species F). 

 
HOW IS TESTING PERFORMED? 

 xTAG Respiratory Virus Panel (Luminex).  Qualitative multiplex PCR. 


